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W. John Judd, FIBMS, MIBiol, is being honored 
by Immunohematology, 
Journal of Blood Group 
Serology and Education 
for his many contribu-
tions to the journal and to 
the field of blood banking. 
John served on the edito-
rial board of Immunohe-
matology for 7 years, from 
2002 through 2008. We 
thank him for giving gen-
erously of his time and 
ideas to improve the scope 
and concept of the journal. 
This included contributing nine articles published between 
1979 and 2005 that were significant to the interest of the 
readers of Immunohematology. He also was a dedicated, 
knowledgeable, and responsive peer reviewer of submitted 
articles from the beginning of the publication and during 
the length of his very important career.
 John retired in 2008 after 34 years as director of a first-
rate AABB-accredited reference laboratory at the Univer-
sity of Michigan. His career is a tribute to his determination 
to investigate the unusual and the undiscovered. In 1972, 
he studied at the Sir John Cass College in London, England, 
where he was elected a Fellow of the Institute of Biomedical 
Sciences (FIBMS). He came to the University of Michigan 
in 1974 and was the director of the reference laboratory and 
professor of immunohematology in the Department of Pa-
thology until his retirement in 2008. He is now emeritus 
professor of immunohematology, Department of Pathol-
ogy, at the University of Michigan. John was awarded the 
usual blue and gold embossed chair at retirement to prove 
it! John and his wife, Jane, then moved to North Carolina to 
relax and watch the golfers go by.
 John has received many awards, including the Ivor 
Dunsford Memorial Award and the John Elliott Memo-
rial Award from the American Association of Blood Banks 
(AABB); the Founders Award and Kay Beattie Lecture from 
the Michigan Association of Blood Banks (MABB); the Pet-
taway-Sheppard Award of the North Carolina Association 
of Blood Banks; L. Jean Stubbins Memorial Lecture of the 
UTMB Medical Branch; Ronald Dubin Memorial Lecturer, 
NYABB; and Suzanne Leiden Memorial Lecturer, CABB 
Society. In North Carolina, the extra room over the garage 
is called the FROG (furnished room over garage); however, 
in John’s case, it is called a TROG (trophy room over ga-
rage) for all of his well-deserved awards!
 John received these awards for his many investigative 
studies, research reports, review papers, presentations, and 
publications. In 2008, John coauthored the third edition of 
Judd’s Methods in Immunohematology, a major reference 
methods manual for laboratory workers. This edition con-
tains more than 150 methods and procedures documents. 
During the span of his career, he has had more than 80 
scientific papers published in peer-reviewed journals. Ad-
ditionally, John is the author of review articles on lectins, 
polyagglutination, elution studies, pretransfusion studies, 
Rh blood groups, MNS-system antibodies, and investiga-
tion of the positive DAT. These are just some of the topics 
that he studied and investigated in depth.
 A popular speaker, John gave numerous presenta-
tions at local, state, national, and international meetings. 
One could always count on John to talk! In fact, he and the 
late John Case, of Gamma Biologicals, Inc., were famous 
for their “chats” on the AABB SSCC forum and were well 
known for debating, in depth, many questions concerning 
blood group serology and its complexities.
 In addition to this impressive scientific career, John 
also managed to be active on many committees of the AABB, 
MABB, and International Society of Blood Transfusion. He 
was also on the board of the AABB for 4 years and was on 
the board and president of the MABB.
 The editors, authors, and reviewers of Immunohematology, 
Journal of Blood Group Serology and Education, would 
like to thank John for his contributions to the field of blood 
banking during his 34 years at the bench as an investigator, 
and as an author, educator, and mentor. We would particu-
larly like to acknowledge his contributions during the past 
several years as an editor, peer reviewer, and contributing 
author to Immunohematology. John, you may be gone 
from the field, but you cannot be forgotten. Like the impor-
tant scientists before you, you have left a large and lasting 
legacy of knowledge and respect. Thank you, and may you 
and Jane have a long, healthy, and happy retirement.
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